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SELF-DEFENCE 

Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [6.20 pm]: I would like to talk about pepper spray. I do not fully 
understand the complexities of the Weapons Act, but the suggestion that if we make pepper spray available to the 
public, it would only make things worse because it would give the bad guys access to pepper spray is just 
ridiculous. They already have pepper spray. They already have tasers. They have nine-millimetre Glocks and 
revolvers; some even have rocket-launchers. A woman walking home at night who is stopped by the police surely 
could not be charged for carrying pepper spray. If potential attackers know that any woman could be carrying 
pepper spray, it would make it safer for all women. In fact, all women should be encouraged to carry pepper spray. 
The argument that pepper spray could be used against them is true, but what do we do—nothing? I would rather 
a woman has the right to defend herself and to decide whether she wants to put up a defence or not. I have never 
condoned violence and never will; however, the snowflakes making decisions on how people can defend 
themselves live in a goldfish bowl. If we want, we could even register people who buy pepper spray. 

The women in my life include two sisters. I have had two wives; I now have a fiancée. 

The PRESIDENT: Congratulations. 

Hon ROBIN SCOTT: I am going for a set, Madam President. I have a daughter and three of my grandchildren 
are girls. 

I want to assist the government of the day to make the right laws and right regulations to protect not only the 
females in my life, but also all females in Australia. Please forget the idea that we are opening up personal defence 
equipment to the criminals. They are already fully equipped. 
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